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EFFECTIVELY SERVING THE
FORENSIC POPULATION WITH
SMI AND HEARING LOSS

This presentation will focus on deaf individuals who are
involved with the criminal legal system, including those
identified with Serious Mental lllness (SMI) and those who
may have additional communication or linguistic challenges.
Presented in English with ASL Interpretation and CART.

June 2nd, 2025
1:30 - 4:30 PM

Scan the QR
code or click
here to
register!

Any questions or concerns? Contact:
Michelle.Niehaus@ky.gov



https://ky.readyop.com/fs/4r1n/1d71276d
mailto:Michelle.Niehaus@ky.gov
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Debra Guthmann, Ed.D., NIC, is a National Consultant
who has worked within the Deaf community for over 40
years in substance use, mental health, education,
medical, and legal settings. Dr. Guthmann has served as
an expert witness and is one of the editors and a
contributor for a book published by Gallaudet Press
titled “Deaf People in the Criminal Justice System:
Selected Topics on Advocacy, Incarceration and Social
Justice” She also serves as an advisor for a
documentary film called “Being Michelle”, which
focuses on the injustices that happened to a deaf and
disabled woman while incarcerated.
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Gabriel Lomas is a Professor and Director of
Counseling Programs at Gallaudet University.
Formerly, Dr. Lomas taught at Western Connecticut
State University where he developed the
Connecticut Center for School Safety and Crisis
Preparation. Both as a professor and clinician, he has
worked in the field of crisis preparation, response,
and recovery for over 20 years. Lomas has published
widely on topics related to assessment, forensics,
deaf and hard of hearing, as well as crisis
preparation.
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